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Artist Robert Vargas Marks First Anniversary of Ohtani Mural

As artist Robert Vargas (standing, center) joins friends, family, and fellow Dodger fans in
celebrating the first anniversary of his 11-story mural, a community reflects on the behind-the-
scenes drama that almost killed his dream.

In January 2024, Vargas appeared before about 25 members of the Little Tokyo Community
Council to share his vision for a giant mural featuring baseball phenom Shohei Ohtani, who had
just signed with the Dodgers. He proudly presented his drawing, but the reaction from the
meeting attendees, about 25 or so, was disappointing, Some accused him of cultural
appropriation and suggested that he replace the image of Mount Fuji with cherry blossoms. The
Mayor's office jumped and tried to stop the mural two days before it was to be unveiled.
Fortunately, with support from the Miyako Hotel management, former Councilmember de Leon,
LTBA, and the business community, Vargas completed the mural, which he named, "LA Rising."

https://pacela-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mwF3f5muTQC1XvIuQ_jFew#/registration
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=4d87635b-b074-41f8-962e-609c602516bf




LTBA Installs New Board of Directors
David Ikegami will be leading the Little Tokyo Business Association for his fourth consecutive
term. The Board of Directors includes (left to right) Edwin Takahashi, Ernest Hida, Akira Yuhara,
Janet Koyama, Rev. Ki Choi, Sheri Kanesaka, Susan Oiwake, Yuriko Shikai, David Ikegami,
David Kudo, Joanne Kumamoto, Kitty Sankey, Ellen Endo, Paul Abe, Sylvia Ena, Alexander Eng,
Jan Fukuhara, Glenn Osaki, Gwen Muranaka, Sebastian Lozano (field deputy for Assemblyman
Mark Gonzalez), Mark Kawa, Nancy Takayama, and Nina Suh-Toma (Assemblyman Gonzalez
field representative)

Bunkado Owner Reflects on Store's 75th Year
Irene Tsukada Simonian, owner of Bunkado Gifts and past president of the Little
Tokyo Community Council, has been named Business Person of the Year for
2025 by the Little Tokyo Business Association. Bunkado was founded in 1946 by
artist Tokio Ueyama and his wife, Suye.

In recent years, their niece Simonian has guided the store's evolution to meet
the desires of its customers. Bunkado sits on the site where the first business,
Kame Restaurant, was established in 1884.

Little Tokyo Selected for Smart Toilet Pilot

The lack of public restrooms along transit
systems in the U.S. has long been a rider
complaint, particularly on Metro's rail and
busway system, which covers 100+ miles
and has some lengthy bus and rail trips.

To address the challenges of both funding
restrooms and keeping them clean and safe,
Metro launched a partnership with Throne
Labs, a company that makes self-contained,
portable restrooms. The Regional Connector
station was among the first to be chosen for
the pilot program, and the response has
been overwhelmingly positive. Thank you,
Metro!





STASH IT / DON'T FLASH IT
Protect Your Belongings

If you must leave valuables in your vehicle, put them in the trunk BEFORE you
arrive at your destination. This will avoid the possibility of someone seeing
you and your valuables and breaking into your car.

File a Police
Report

https://www.lapdonline.org/file-a-police-report/
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